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Towers of Brussels
By Maxim Van den Bossche



Why I love towers
Orientation in the city 

Nice view from up there 
They just show up in my photos  

Legend has it that the city has 7 hills 
They all have stories







What’s your 
favourite tower?











Towers are not new
Examples from Old Brussels SPQB





Jean Baptiste Bonnecroy - Zicht op Brussel / 
Vue sur Bruxelles (1665)















video> Bruxelles 1958 
archives RTBF Sonuma  
Réalisateur Daniël Vos



How many towers do we have? 





My heat map 



This is how end up there 
>urban exploration











8/12/15 urbex @ Sheraton 
Schuman 













12/3/23 urbex @ old KBC, 
Havenlaan 











Victoria tower 



As seen from Victoria tower



As seen from Victoria tower



As seen from Victoria tower



As seen from Victoria tower



Les Pavillons français 



Les Pavillons français 



Les Pavillons français 



Les Pavillons français 



Les Pavillons français 



Les Pavillons français 



Disappeared towers: 
The Westbury Hotel



Westbury tower, Lotto tower (1963 - 2003) 



Westbury tower 



Hôtel d’Ursel (1590) 



Central Plaza (2006)  



Hôtel d’Ursel (1590) 



Some key shots of Brussels 



As seen in Saint Josse



As seen from North to South



As seen in North district




As seen all over town



As seen during sunset



As seen at night when you’re in luck





Framed long perspectives 









From the outside looking in 









Ammanskamerke  
Gulden Koopman / Marchand d’Or 



1594, triumphal arch for 


grand entrance of archduke Ernest



Marchand d’Or / Gulden Koopman
Aka Ammanskamerke / Chambrette de l’amman 
Aka Aux armes de Brabant / het Wapen van Brabant

Originally built in baroque style, likely by architect Jacques Walckiers in 1709, its current 
appearance is the result of restoration work by architect Adolphe Samyn between 1896 and 
1897. Samyn worked on several buildings in the Grand-Place.

The name "chambrette de l'amman" originates from its historical association with the Amman, 
a notable Brussels figure who presided over local courts and regulated public performances. 
The area where the house stands was originally developed when the city expropriated several 
homes at the end of the 14th century during the expansion of the Grand-Place.

Originally made of wood, the house was rebuilt in stone in 1709 for a ceramicist named 
Corneille Mombaerts. By 1767, it was known as "De Waepen van Brabant." In recent 
restorations completed in 2011-2012, the building's façade was temporarily covered with 
painted tarpaulins replicating its original appearance.



1625, painting by Tobias Verhaecht


collection of castle of Gaesbeek 



1690’s, before the bombardment of August 1695


Painting by Pieter Bout, 


Royal Museum for Fine Arts of Belgium



13-15 August 1695, anonymous







Thank you 


